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 MOTION:   RESOLUTION:   x 
 

Whereas, California’s reputation for leadership in innovating and expanding agricultural 
industries has been made possible through the availability of well-trained and educated 
personnel;  
 
Whereas, California, being the leading agriculture-producing state for over 60 years, has 
a compelling interest in ensuring that its school systems support and promote the 
continued development of innovative and well-trained agricultural leaders; 
 
Whereas, The state’s $4.13 million Agricultural Education Incentive Grant program has 
been available to schools since 1983, and provides support for rigorous agricultural 
education programs; 
 
Whereas, A requirement for matching funds ensures that school districts provide a local 
investment in providing education support and resources for students interested in 
pursuing careers in agriculture; 
 
Whereas, The state provided $27,957 to LAUSD to support agricultural programs in the 
2013-2014 school year; 
 
Whereas, The Agricultural Education Incentive Grant program has provided financial 
incentives for districts to embark on a systematic and sustained process for improving the 
delivery and effectiveness of Agricultural Education throughout California; 
 
Whereas, The Agricultural Education Incentive Grant program provides clear guidance 
and direction to school districts in developing and promoting high-quality standards by 
requiring that programs uphold 15 quality indicators set forth by the state; 
 
Whereas, The non-profit Future Farmers of America, which is supported in our schools 
through the Agricultural Education Incentive Grant program, has long proven itself to be 
an outstanding organization that promotes excellence in agriculture education; 
 
Whereas, LAUSD has four high schools that currently benefit from the Agricultural 
Education Incentive Grant program and related Future Farmers of America activities: 
Canoga Park, North Hollywood, Sylmar, and Verdugo Hills; 
 
Whereas, The Agricultural Education Incentive Grant program supports magnet programs 
at Canoga Park High School and North Hollywood High School which attract students 
from all parts of LAUSD and provide students a career-focused education; 
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Whereas, The loss of the incentive grant would have a negative impact on all 
participating LAUSD schools in ways including but not limited to:  
 

! the inability to provide student membership dues for Future Farmers of 
America resulting in lower participation in Career Development Events and 
leadership workshops 

! the inability to send students to educational conferences and support their 
independent learning projects 

! the inability to provide hands-on learning through campus farms because of a 
lack of animal feed and supplies 

! the inability to repair and purchase new farm equipment; 

Whereas, Participation in the program gives students a small school environment within a 
larger comprehensive high school and that offers students a sense of belonging that leads 
to greater investment in educational success; 
 
Whereas, Agricultural programs create a support system for some students who may 
otherwise feel marginalized such as students at risk of dropping out and special education 
students; 
 
Whereas, Students in agricultural programs develop important character skills and values 
such as responsibility, commitment, and pride in hard work; 
 
Whereas, The existence of agricultural programs supports the LAUSD goal of having 
100% of students graduate college-prepared and career-ready;  
 
Whereas, Governor Brown has proposed folding the Agricultural Incentive Grant into the 
Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), effectively eliminating the incentive for 
LAUSD to support or fully fund this program; 
 
Whereas, LAUSD will gain substantially more revenue if the Agricultural Education 
Incentive Grant is folded into the Local Control Funding Formula; 
 
Whereas, The California Legislature has rejected Governor Brown’s plan to fold the 
Agricultural Education Incentive Grant into LCFF, instead encouraging him to preserve 
the existing program; now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved, That the Governing Board of the Los Angeles Unified School District will 
preserve funding for the Agriculture programs at Canoga Park, North Hollywood, 
Sylmar, and Verdugo Hills for the 2014-2015 school year and beyond at levels that equal 
or exceed the current total amounts, either through the ongoing state grant or new LCFF 
model. 
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   AYES    NOES            ABSTAIN  ABSENT 
 
Ms. Galatzan X    
Ms. García X    
Mr. Kayser X    
VACANT (BD 1)     
Ms. Ratliff X    
Mr. Zimmer X    
Dr. Vladovic    X 
TOTAL 5   1 

 
ACTION: ADOPTED BY CONSENT VOTE 
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